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FOREIGN AND INSULAR. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

The leper settlement at Darcy Island. 

Port Townsbnd, "Wash., October SI, 1901. 

SiE:.I have the honor to report that on October 27 I visited Darcy 
Island, which has been set aside by the British Columbia authorities 
for the isolation of lepers since 1892. The island is well suited for this 
purpose, being about 14 miles from Victoria, well sheltered from the 
wind, and having a good supply of spring water. I am informed that 
at one time as many as 7 lepers were detained there, but at the time of 
my visit there were 4, all of them Chinamen. Both the tubercular and 
anaesthetic types of the disease were seen, and the duration in these 
particular cases ranged from three months to four years. They occu- 
pied small frame buildings and had an excellent garden, in which they 
grow vegetables for their own use, and which serves to keep them occu- 
pied. Every two weeks supplies are sent from Victoria and they seemed 
to be well taken care of There are no clean persons on the island, the 
ones who are able to be about looking after those who can not care for 
themselves. 

I understand that but 1 white man has been sent there, and that he 
came from Alaska, in which Territory he was supposed to have con- 
tracted the disease, possibly from Chinese in the canneries. 

Eespectfally, M. H. Foster, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

BRITISH HONDURAS. 

Report from Belize — Fruit port. 

Belize, British Honduras, October 27, 1901. 

Sir : I have to make the following report of the conditions and trans- 
actions at this port during the week ended October 26, 1901 : 

Population, according to census of 1901, 9,114 ; present officially esti- 
mated population, 9, 114. Number of cases and deaths from yellow fever 
during the week, none; number of cases and deaths from smallpox 
during the week, none ; number of cases and deaths from typhus fever 
during the week, none; number of cases and deaths from cholera 
during the week, none; number of cases and deaths from plague 
during the week, none ; number of deaths from other causes during the 
week, 6. Prevailing diseases, malarial in character. General sanitary 
condition of this port and the surrounding country during the week, 
good. 

Bills of health were issued to the following vessels : October 25, steam- 
ship 8. Oteri; crew, 35; passengers from this port, 5; passengers in 
transit, 12; pieces of baggage disinfected, 7; steamship ^spama,- crew, 
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